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unequivocal terms and should end the controversy as to the
meaning the Prime Minister intended to convey.

In view of the explicit statements already made I am not
minded to examine with you in detail particular sentences used
by the Prime Minister. We are not discussing an Act of Parlia-
ment. You have sought to ascertain what the Prime Minister
meant by words which appear to you to be capable of an
interpretation of grave import to India. That apprehension is,
however, disposed of by the statement I have made to you.
Yet you and others have laid so much stress upon, and directed
so much criticism on the use of the word " experiment," that I
detain you for a moment to point out that in my judgment there
is no ground for suggesting that the word, as used or otherwise,
denotes a change of policy. Much attention has been concen-
trated upon this word and many subtle and ingenuous attempts
have been made to read into its use some new declaration or
indication of policy ; and yet I think it requires a very cursory
study of the whole of the literature upon the Reforms, including
the Preamble and other parts of the statute, to realize that the
plan adopted was a constitutional experiment.

The Prime Minister, in his speech said:

" There have been very able and distinguished Indians who
have done their best to make the experiment a complete success,
but others who have steadily opposed it. A good deal will
depend upon the kind of representatives chosen at the next
election, whether they will be men of moderate temper, such as
those who constitute the present Legislature, men who are
honestly and earnestly trying to do their best to make the new
constitutional experiment a success, or whether they will be men
who are simply using all the powers of the machine in order to
attain some purpose which is detrimental to British rule and
subversive of the whole system upon which India has been
governed up to now."

I would call particular attention to the words " men who are
honestly and earnestly trying to do their best to make the new
constitutional experiment a success." Does not that truly
describe the position ? Is not the new constitution under the
Government of India Act a new departure, and, be it added,
one of the most momentous character? The Government of
India Act, as we all know, was passed to carry out the new policy
introduced by the declaration of the 25th August, 1917, sub-
stantially repeated in the Preamble of the statute. Is it not a
perfectly legitimate use of popular language to refer to a new and